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Prefatory Diſcourſe 


CONCERNING 
DECYPHERING, br, 
7 O omit all doubtful and 


critical Interpretations 
of the Word Decy- 
pherer, it may be de- 
fined according to the old Exgliſs 
Saying, One who can tell a Man's 
Meaning by his Gaping : It is in- 
deed commonly underitood of a 
Set of Artiſts of Dexterity ſufficrent 


ts 


[4] 
to find out the myſterious Meanings 
of Words, Syllables, and Letters ; 
as may be ſeen in the * 92* Page 
of the Second Volume of Gur- 
LIVER's TRAVELS; and we 
know that decyphermg is generally 
apply'd to the Interpretation of cer- 
tain Cyphers or Characters, made 
uſe of by Politicians in Plots, Oc. 


yet we muſt beg leave to aſſure 
the courteous Reader, that there 


. 
* 
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* Our Aut hof here ſhews how "A Artiſts may 
if they fancy, interpret @a Sieye to fingn ": 
Court Lady, 42 lame Dog an Invader, the P | 
a ſtanding Army, « Buzzard à great — 
the Gout 4 High Prieft, a Chamber-pot a Com- 
mittee of Grandees, 4 Broom a Revolution, # 
Moule-trap an Employment, a Bottomleſs-pit. 4 
Treaſury, 4 Sink 4 Court, a Cap and Bells à Fa- 
vourite, 4 broken Reed 2 Court of Juſticc, an 
empty Tun 4 General, « running Sore an Admi- 
niſtration. 


are 


[vil 


are ſeveral other kinds of Decy- 
pbering, very agreeable to the ori- 
ginal Import of the Word, as well 
as our Definition. 


PEOPLE uſe Characters, Hiero- 
glyphicks, Vc. to expreſs, as well 
as diſguiſe their Intentions ; and 
what one Man makes ule of to con- 
ceal his Sentiments, another has 
| Recourſe to that he may be the 
better underderſtood. As for Inſtance 
when Members of a certain Socict) 
are very zealous in oppoſing the go- 
verning Party, very forward in mak- 
ing Speeches againſt Male-admini- 
ſtration, He. The World knows, that 
if theſe worthy Gentlemen were 
obliged to tell their Minds in few 

4 Words; / 


[ viii] 
Words, they would generally amount 
to no more than one of theſe ſhort 
and ſignificant Sentences, vix. Pray 
Sir R give me a Place; I 
want Money; I muſt have that 
Employment, &c. But we beg the 
Reader to obſerve, that as Men 
often mean the ſame things by 
quite contrary Expreſſions, ſo it is 
in this Caſe: For running all 
Lengths with Great Men, and re- 
ceiving their Directions upon all 
Occaſions, will frequently admit 
of the ſame Interpretations as 


o poſing or railing at them. 


As Men of Fire and ſanguine 
Complections are for carrying eve- | 
ry thing by Storm, your phleg- | 


matick 


[ 1x ] 
matick Gentlemen love Wiles and 


Stratagems : And you ſhall ſome- 
times ſee Bullying and Hecloring 


? ſtand Candidate for the ſame C 


fice with Fauming and Cring ing. 
Now by means of the Art of De- 
cyphermg it is eaſy to reconcile 
theſe Contradictions. 


Bur this is not confin'd to State 
Matters only, it is uſeful upon all 
Occaſions, it is neceſſary in every 
Station; and as for the learned 
Profeſſions they cannot ſubſiſt with- 
cout it; ſo that Decyphering ſeems 
to be a kind of firſt Principle or 
Key to the Sciences. 


a 2 How 


[ x ] 


How ſhould we be able to un- 
derſtand our Divincs, who preach 
and write Pro and Con ; ſometimes 
contend for the Faith, and ſome- 

times make a Jeſt of it; if by 
this Art we were not enabled to find 

out that their Meaning 1s -------- 
Nolo Epiſcopari, i. e. Anglice ------- 


Lawn-ſleeves. 


2 


Be 


As k the honeſt Gentlemen of J 
the Lung Robe, why, in one Reign, 
they have ſtrained the Prerogative 
of the Crown, and in the next 
pleaded for the Power of the Peo- 


ple, and they will probably not | 
deliver their Opinion. But if you 
decypher theſe Proceedings, they, | 
2 | plainly | 


[ xt ] 


plainly fignify ------ The Great Seat 
—— — Chief Fuſtiice r Ba- 
rons, &c. n 3 


gor of all Profcffions this Art 


is moſt neceſſary in Phyfick ; the 
Doctors can decypher Peoples Di- 
ſtempers by their Looks, their 
Geſtures, and even by their Excre- 
ments. When they ſee a young 
Lady look pale, and languiſhing, 
&c. they preſently perceive that 
ſhe poor Girl wants an Husband. 
Tho' this ſometimes diſcovers it- 
ſelf by contrary Symptoms, as Red- 
neſs, Fluſhings in the Face, &c. 


IN ſhort, was it not for decy- 
phering we ſhould be at a loſs in 
| | 1 1 


[ x¹ 

the moſt ordinary Affairs of Life. 
By what other Art could it be made 
out that Grumbling in the Guts ſig- 
nifies a Dinner; from whence the 
learned derive that ingenious Say- 
ing, of a Man's Belly crying Cup- 
board, to omit other innumerable 
Inſtances, 


From all which we hope the 


the=courteous Reader is fully in- 


form'd what we mean by the Ti- 
tle of our Book; and that we have 


no Deſign to prove Mr. GULLIVER 


a Traitor, tho' every Body ſays 


that he is diſaffected. 
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Next Week will be publiſhed for the 
Information of the — 


ROP OS ALS for printing by Sub- 

ſcription the Secret Hiſtory of the 
Life and Actions of S CRI BLE RUS 
or the Witty D— n ſet forth: With an 
Account ſo far as can be gathered from 
authentick -Records of his Writings, their 
beſt Editions, Prices, Fc. Tranſlated 
into French from the original Perſian, 
by the Abbe de St. Pierre, of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, and now 
faithfully render'd into Exgliþ by Dr. 
Sw—t. 


I. The Hiſtorical Part of this Work being 
entirely finiſh'd, and upwards of nine 
hundred Copper Plates, neceſſary for 
embelliſhing the Hiſtory already en- 
graven by the moſt famous Artiſts of 
Europe, 1s propoſed to be printed in 
two neat Pocket Volumes, on the ſame 
40 and Paper as Gulliver's Tra- 
vels. 


II. The 


II. The Price to Subſcribers will be accord- 
ing to the Value of the Hiſtory, of 
. which every Subſcriber is left to judge. 


III. No more ſhall be printed, than what 
are ſubſcrib'd for. 


IV. A fe Copies ſhall be ocltiped on Royal 
Paper, for ſuch as deſire it, and curiouſly 
bound in Morocco Leather at Paris, by 
the famous Abbe du Sucil; each Subſcriber 
not paying above Two: Guineas for bind- 
ing the Two Vols. | 


V. The Names and Titles of tlie Subſcribers 
{hall be printed as generous Enconragers 
of a Work ſo uſeful and beneficial to the 
learned Part of Mankind; 


Subſcriptions are taken in at the Univerſi 
ties of Padua in Ttaly, Toledo in Spain, 
Leycen in Holland, Dublin in Ireland, by 
the Doctors of the Sorbonne at: Paris; 
and at the Univerſities of Oxford; Cam; 
bridge, and Aberdeen in this our nativ- 
Britain, where Specimens may be ſeen. e 
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G LLIVER 


DECYPHER'D, . 


* MAN need not 15 a Con- 
jurer to ſee into ſome Folks, 
nor deal with the Black-art 
to find out who lives in Bur- 

be een, who has a 
Pale Vi Ila at Twickenham, and who 
ſnores' under a Canopy once a Week in 
a" certain Cathedral in his Majeſty's Do- 
minions. | 


N 


T have mowers! ſeen” 0 L think in 
the Gallery of Larembemg,) a fort of 
Dutch piece of three figures like men, 
with an Inſcription, which may be thus 
rendred in Engliſh : * 


ö Theſe are the Ways, who boldly did adventure, 
To club a Farce by Tripartite Indenture. 


LE heir BE logon es 


| [ . ble EF Queeri"of”z' p 
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The Hiſtory of this Picture is given us, 
as follows, by the Memoirs written in 
t hoſe times. 


75: 


* . ( 8 
A certain Prince, Hushand to a great 
7955 Kingdom, beite ode 
dey perf il ofthe Epoch, acre of the 
fam'd Phyſicians of the Court or City 
could relieve him, when a Miniſter of 
State, a deep Scholar and prgiound Philo- 
ſopher, hethought himſelf of an obſcure 
Scythian of his acquaintance, a Man of 
no great skill in Medicine, but a m 


| wag and à very dextrous Rllow at a 


3; 


* 


| 14 ter: This Son of Galen was imme 


diately ſent for, and, as good luck would 
have it, delivered his Highneſs of a luſty 
T.. "Now who bur, Johm upon all 
occaſions ; (for that is the name our Hi- 
ſtorian gives him according to our N 
guage.) Her Majeſty dub'd him Ehyſici- 
an in ordinary; the Grand Treaſurer made 
him his por-companion, and the chief Se- 
cretary took him into all his plea dg 
tis ſuppos'd to remedy the evil effects o 
them; for we forgot to obſerve that he was 
a great Maſter in venereal operations; 
Thus Johnny having acquired a little re- 
putation, began to look about him, and 
diſcover many very agreeable proſpects, 
and having wit, good nature, and ſeve 


other conciliating - qualities, he ſoon be- 
| came 


but as he was not one o 
the Picture I am telling you off, I ſhall 


Les 1 


came a favourite at Court, and every bo- 


dy grew fond of his acquaintance. A- 
mongſt the reſt of thoſe who ſcrap'd in- 


_ timacy with him, there was a merry-fel- 


low, who perform'd the office of Sacri- 
ficer at the Grand Treaſurer's, molt ex- 
pert at Libations, and the art of alluring 


the common Joop to his Maſter by 
Omens, Predi 


b ions and Odes, which he 
cauſed to be ſung in the r places; 
the figures in 


ſay no more of him in this place, tho' 
you'll afterwards find that he makes a 
conſiderable part of our Hiſtory. 


Tk next Perſon our phyſician grew 
intimate with, was a little detormed croſs- 
grained fellow, but very ingenious and 


witty, and in great favour with the Chief” 


Secretary, His talent was Rhyming, and 
*tis ſaid he raiſed a great fortune by turn- 
ing an old Collection of Ballads into the 
language of the Country, tho* ſome are 
ſo malicious as to ſay, that he did not 
really underſtand them himſelf, but got 


certain Druids to explain them, and ſo 


put them off for his own; this Wight, 


who they named Peter, had an intimate 
friend, a very harmonious fellow, and an 
excellent Bagpipe player, to which he 
us'd to ſet ſonnets ;" his own making 

D 2 In 
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7 
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in the Paſtoral kind; he was the freed 
man of a certain Lady of great Quality, 
who had given him his 1 rate 
veral good Services; and her Ladyſhip 
2 troubled with fits of the Mo- 
ther, had often occaſion for Dr. Johnny 
who then being in vogue, no body could 
be modiſhly ſick without him. You may 
be ſure ſympathy of Diſpoſition and ſo 
favourable an opportunity ſoon made an 
intimate Friendſhip between Peter, his 
friend, and our witty Doctor; according- 
ly they made an Alliance offenſive and de- 
fenſive between each other. The Doctor 
was to cry them up at Court, and in return 
Peter was to make Lyricks in his praiſe, 
and his Friend was frequently to per- 
ſuade his Lady that ſhe was ſick, in or- 
der to promote his Buſineſs. Thus they 
went on proſperouſly, thriving like Jeſuits, 
by commending themſelves, when an ac- 
cident happened, which obliged them to 
unite all their forces for the common 


Service. 


You muſt know Jabnm's ſucceſs and 
favour. at Court gave great uneaſineſs to 
j the Brotherhood, but ' to no body more 
. than to Dr. Plauſible, who was the great- 
e eſt favourite with the faction who op- 
poſed the Great Treaſurer and Chief Se- 
| cretary; and he therefore made it his 
buſineſs 


135 


buſineſs to diſcredit our honeſt S:ythiay, 
Alledging that he was no more to be 
compar'd to him than Aracharſr? to his 
maſter Solon, or the Brutiſhneſs of the 
North to, the Politeneſs of Athens; for 
Dr. Plauſillè counted himielf a great Phi- 
loſopher, he greatly affected to appear 
learned, determined magiſterially about 
Arts and Sciences, and got abundance of 
Reputation by the labours of his Hire- 
lings, and in ſhort was eſteemed a great 
Critick and Virtuoſo by many people as 
well as himſelf: But then he had two 
or three plaguy foilbles; he could not 


pleaſe his Wife, would ſometimes wade 


out of his depth in Phyſick and Criti- 
ciſm, and might at any time be flattered 
out of his Senſes, - 


JouxNy getting information of theſe 


( 


weak ſides of his proud enemy, reſolved 


to attack him in his own quarters, and 


either kill or put him to flight : Accor- 
dingly he ſummon'd his Allies to furniſn 


their Quota; and tho* Peter and his 
friend were but Parties in the diſpute, 
he, as ſome great Nations have done by 
their neighbours, made them Principals 
in his own quarrel, and be at moſt of 
the expence of the battels that were fought 


for his Advantage only. To this purpoſe | 


a Council was held, wherein, after Pre- 
liminaries 


I 


1 

liminaries ſettled, ways and means thought 
on, they unanimouſly agreed to attack the 
Doctor in the following manner, which, 
*tis thought, was concluded by the In- 
Nance of the Chief Secretary, who ow'd 
him a ſpight for many reaſons, but the 
Memoirs of thoſe times only aſſign theſe 
two. | 


T x firſt was, that the Secretary's La- 
dy being dangerouſly fick, and the Do- 
Qtor called ro preſcribe to her, he had 
uſed his utmoſt Skill to recover her (for 
all agree that he was an honeft well- | 
meaning man) and ſucceeded ſo well as 
to give good hopes of the Lady's en- 
joying a good ſtate of health and long 
lite, which by no means pleas'd her Hus- 
band (for People did inſinuate that he 
really occaſion'd her illneſs); he hav- 
ing at that time criminal correſpondence 
with the Wives and Siſters of certain 
great men, who in ſucceeding Reigns be- 
came firſt minifters, But what moſt irri- 
tated Mr. Secretary, was the inclination 
he had for the Doctor's own Bedfellow, 
(who was noted for her kind-heartedneſs 1 
to her Husband's Patients) which being 
whiſper'd about, ſhe was convey'd into 
the Country to be out of his way, tho? | 
*tis hinted as if ſhe found means, not- 
withſtanding * 


7. 
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withſtarding this precaution, to converſe 
with him, However, this watchfulneſs 
of the jealous Doctor occaſioned Reſent- 
ment in the Secretary, which, with the 
injuries done to honeſt Jabum, and ſome 
diſpleaſure of Peter and his Friend,” and 
the common intereſt together, produced 
a kind of Satyr or Stage-pertormance, 
called by the moderns a Farce, | 


HERE each Party, had à fine Oppor- 
tunity of being reveng'd of their ſeveral 
adverſaries; Peter abuſed the Wittlings of 
the Town, for not having Senſe enough 
to taſte his Mock-Heroicks and his Friend's 
Paſtorals, 'who allo introduced a, Cha- 
rafter to redicule his former Miſtreſs or 
Lady Dutcheſs. (as the moderns tei m it) 
for refuſing to ſupport him in his Extra- 
vagancies as formerly; and Jabam you 
may be ſure, did nat forget to ſet off his 
Antagoniſt in the moſt riciculous light, and 
wk atter his Wife in complaiſance to the 
Secretary, Who is ſaid to have had reaſon 
to complain of her kindneſs, as well as 
her Husband's igyuries to him. 


Wan was now, begun with great fur 
and the Theatre Was the field of battle 1 
but notwithſtanding that they attack't 
their enemies with, Crocodiles inſtead of 
Elephants, uſing Heop Petticoats for Mor- 

75 . tar 


eee 
tar Pieces, and Scandal for Bullets, Pr. 
Planie and his party raiſed ſuch power 
as to defeat their Enemies, and a trophy 
was erected in memory of their Victory; 
wherein the three Champions, who clubb'd 
for the Farce, were repreſented as in the 
Picture we mentioned to have ſeen in the 
Gallery of Lurembourg, with the Inſcrip- 
tion under it thatgave riſe to this digreſſion. 
But now we re-afſume our firſt Intention. 
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HowEver, what has been ſaid is not 
fo foreign to our main Deſign, as moſt of 
the pretty Epiſodes of Modern vritters ; for 
we hope to make it appear from unqueſ- 
tionable MSS. in the Cotton and Bodleian 
Librarics, and ſeveral others collated by 
our Friends the Clariſſimi both at Rome and 
Paris, that two of this Triumvirate, and 
the merry Pontiff of their acquittance, is 
the individual Lemver GULIIVER, 
whom we undertake to diſcover to the 
World. But firſt, we ſhall beg leave to aſ- 
ſign ſome r:aſons why it cannot poſſibly be 
written by the Reverend Dean, on whom 
it is maliciouſly father'd, or whom the 
Bookſeller for his own gain inſinuates to 
be the Author of it. 
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TAE firſt reaſon for our Opinion in this 
important Matter is, that in the Greek 
Copys of this Work, there are all . 

r 
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Marks of very early Antiquity, the cha- 
raters being the ſame with the Ixſcriptio 
Sigea lately publiſhed by a learned Anti- 
quary ; and it appears that the Greek letter 
about which he and one of our Learned 
Profeſſors diſputed, is not once made uſe _ 
of throughout the whole work, as the pub- 

lick may be informed from the accurate 
Mr. Hern of Oxford, who collated the 
Boalean MS. S. for us. So that we may pre- 
ſume to affirm without any diſparagment 
to the Reverend D-----, that this Piece could 
not be his, ſince 'tis very probable that he 
cannot ſo much as read the Characters in 
which the Original is written; tho? in other 
reſpects a good Grecian, and this he will 
aſſure any one of, that is curious enough 


to enquire, having never pretended to any 
great Skill in the Philological way, tho? 


always a great Advocate for the Ancients ; 
thinking it, beſt no doubt with his Maſter 
Sir William Temple to defend them in our 
own Mother tongue, as being what is beſt 
underſtood by us. 


ANOTHER reaſon why this Book can- 


not be the D, is, that it plainly appears 
Ito be the Work of an Heathen or J-w 


there being not one Word of true Chriſtia- 
nity 1n it, but ſeveral ludicrous and oblcene 
Paſſages, which are ſhocking even to com- 
on Decency ; and 0 Body is * 

E 


E 


ed with the D. great Piety and Devo- 
tion, as well as his Abhorrence of Blaſphe- 
my and Irreligion. 


A Trir» Reaſon why this Book can- 
not be the worthy D-----, is the many 
oblique Reflections it is ſaid to caſt upon 
our preſent happy Adminiſtration, to which 


t is 


tach'd and affected. 


Fox Method fake, we ſhall examine 
each of theſe Reaſons ſeverally, and prove 
them from undoubted Paſſages taken out of 
the Book itſelf, and diligently revis'd and 
compar*d with the Original; but firſt, by 
way of r or Preliminary Diſ- 

omething of the Deſign and 
Intent of the real Author or Authors of this 


courſe, ſa 


Performance. 


A LEARNED Scholiaſt, who flouriſh'd 
about the middle of the 15th Century, aſ- 
ſures us, that this laborious Work was be- 


gun in the latter End of the Reign of the 
great Qu 


fire of her Grand Treaſurer and Chief Se- 
cretary, and ſeveral others of her great Of. 
ficers, in order to oppole the contrary Facti- 
on, and abuſe the ſucceeding Government: 
And that the Reader may form a true No- 
tion of the Spirit of its Authors, he gives) 
ſome 


well known how devoutly he is at- 


ucen before-meation'd, at the De- 


F 
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ſome Account of theſe Miniſters, from the 
Writings of their own Party. 


© T THE Grand Treaſurer, ſays our Scho- 
«-liaft, (as a celebrated Author tells us) al- 
* ways held much deep Converſation with 
„“ himfelf, had his Countenance chequer'd 
© with Buſineſs and Deſign; was fome- 
* times ſeen to walk very faſt, with his 
Eyes faſt nail'd to a Paper that he held in 
* his Hands; was a great ſaver of Time; 
* ſomewhat thick of Hearing; very ſhort 
* of Sight, but more of Memory. A Man 
ever in Haſte, a great Hatcher and Breed- 
er of Buſineſs, and excellent at the fa- 
* mous Art of Whiſpering Nothing. An 
huge Idolator of Monoſylables and Pro- 
* craſtination ; ſo ready to give his Word 
* to every Body, that he never kept it. 
One that forgot the common Meaning of 
Words, but an admirable Retainer of the 
* Soun!, Extremely ſubject to the Lacſe- 


* zeſs, for his Occaſions were ever calling 
* Dim awoay.) ee * * 3X * 
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HERE, to our great Misfortune, is an 
irretrievable Hiatus in Man'ſcript. We 
have therefore no Account from our Scholi- 
aſt of the reſt of the Miniſters: But what 
we can learn from other Authors is this, 

9977 C 2 namely, 
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namely, that the Chief Secretary was a 
young Gentleman of admirable Qualities, 
both natural and acquir'd ; a moſt excellent 
Speaker, and one who had an uncommon 
Capacity for Buſineſs, but withal ſo en- 
ſlav'd by his Fears, that he was, at laſt, 
prevail'd upon to quit his Party, * * * 
* * * * Ran 


* * * * 


THe next in Power, tho? firſt in Rank, 

was the Grand Chancellor, one deeply skill'd 

in the Laws, and an excellent Orator; but 
* wholly govern'd by Avarice, which eaſily 

induced him to go over to the other Side, 


for valuable Conſiderations * * 
JJ TITS +.*, * * * 
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THz laſt whom we ſhall have Occaſion 
to mention as a great Promoter of this 
Work, was the Commander of the Farces, 
a Perſon whom all the celebrated Writers 
of thoſe Times highly extoll for his ſingular 
Humanity, Good Nature, and Generaſity, 
having waſted, inſtead of making, his For- 
tune in his Couutry's Service; and yet at 
length he was forc'd to quit it for ſome 
Reaſons of which Hiſtory is ſilent; but *tis 
generally agreed, that henever did any thing 
really to forfeit his Character, as the reſt of 
his Junto had done. For the Grand Trea- 
ſuror is abuſed by many, as well as the _ 

| | Cite 
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cited Author ; tho it does not appear from 
any Authors of good Credit, that he ever 
forfeited his Integrity, however he might 
act upon miſtaken Principles: All the 
Writers of thoſe times allow him to be 
a Man of extraordinary Underſtanding, 
"a learned, intrepid, and generous to 
_ a Fault, dying in Debt, tho' he had the 
Management of the publick Revenues for 
ſeveral Years ; however his dark and intri- 
cate way of dealing made the Generali- 
ty of Mankind have a worſe Opinion of 
him than he deſerv'd. | 


TXr1is laſt Miniſter was the principal 
Promoter (as our Scholiaſt tells us) of the 
Piece we are now to examine, and the 
Pontiff Martin (for that was his Name in 
plain Exgl;h) had the chief Hand in com- 
poling it, being his Creature and Dome. 
ſtick ; tho? there is great reaſon to be- 
lieve that Peter and Johnny were con- 
cerned in it from ſeveral Peculiarities re- 
markable in their Writings, as hereafter 
ſhall be ſhewn, and from the general 
Current of Antiquity. _ 


Bur before we produce any farther 
Proofs of their being the Authors of this 
Work, we muſt firit prove negatively 
who is not, as we before promiſed 8 

9 | three 


141 5 
three different, ard undeniable Arguments, 
which are theſe: | 


Firſt, FROM the Characters and Stile 
of the Original, which is unqueſtionable 
from what has been urg'd already. 


Secondly,® FROM the ludicrous, tri- 
fling, and obſcure Paſſages in it. And 
Thirdly, from the Reflections it is faid 
to caſt — the preſent Government and 
its Friends. | 


Bu T tho? we have divided what we 
defign to fay into ſeveral Heads, to ſhew 
our Skill in Auahtick, we hope the cour- 
teous Reader will not imagine us ſuch 
dull Fellows to be methodical, ſince he 
may be aſſured that it is not our De- 
ſign, having the general Current of 
Antiquity, as well as the Practice of 
the moſt approv'd modern Writers and 
Speakers, to ſupport us in ſaying whate- 
ver we think fit as incoherently as we 
find neceſſary, notwithſtanding the un- 

enteel Schemes of the Schoolmen. So 
that if we lay down any Topick of Diſ- 
courſe, the Judicious muſt not expect us 
to ſpeak to it, any more than certain 
noted Speech-makers in both Houſes, or 
the celebrated Mortaien in his Eſſays, or 
the famous City Preachers, ſchiſmatical 
| Orators, 
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Orators, or Academical Lectures, whoſe 
Diſcourſes will commonly ſerve for any 
Subject or Text in the Bible, as well as that 
they undertake to handle, which, it muſt 
be granted, is a very ingenious Contrivance, 
and of very great Uſe to ſuch as have but a 
ſmall Stock. | 1 


Now Tam talking of Perſons, it puts me in 
mind of the Grand Treaſurer's Chaplain, for 
ſo we may call him, whatever his Title was 
in thoſe Times; whether Secretary, Steward, 
Pimp, or Decipherer, for we have heard of 
conſiderable Pontiffs, who have ſupply*d 
the Place of each. of theſe great Officers, 
with very great Succeſs and Advantage. 
Mr. Martin, you muſt know, (for that was 
his Name, as we faid before, according 
to our Exeliſh Termination) was what the 
Country Folk call a jolly luſty Fellow, a 
moſt excellent Man at a Loin ot Beef; and 
for Claret, few could match him, and then 
he was bleſs'd with a fort of Grace for 
which a neighbouring Country 1s very fa- 
mous, being never known to bluſh in his 
Life, but once, when diſcover'd on his 
Knees in*private. Our Author tells us, that 
he had abundance of Wit and Humour, but 
that he generally employ'd it upon trifling 
Occaſions, or to redicule Religion, or Libel 
the Government ; never having produced 
any thing in his own Profeſſion, * 
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ſerv'd to make a Jeſt of it. He had an ex- 


cellent Knack at compoſing merry Odes up- 
on Matters of State, and of burleſquing 
the Hymns that were dedicated to their 
Deities; tho? ſome Writers attribute theſe 
rather to his Friend Peter, ſince more con- 
ſiſtent with his Character as a Ballad-ſinger, 
and as not being of the Pontiffical College, 


tho' he profeſſed himſelf to be one of that 


Sect, whoſe way of Worſhip was moſt ab- 
ſurd and ſuperſtitious : For Martin, Peter, 
and John, differ d from each other in the 
Modes, however they might agree in the 


Eſſentials of Religion ; tho' the Criticks 


ſay, that John was the moſt ſerious, his 
Countrymen being generally inclin'd to 
Ent huſiaſm. Having now got our Three 
Wags together, let us leave them a little 
whilſt we examine their Performance. 


We ſhall not detain our Readers with 
Remarks upon the Title of the Book, or 
upon what the Publiſher ſays to the Reader, 
ſince foreign to our main Deſign, which is 
to vindicate the Reverend D----, on whom 
it is maliciouſly father*d : Beſides, every 
Body is now acquainted with Curliſin, or 
the Tricks which Bookſellers put upon the 
World, in order to raiſe their Market. 


THE Account which the Author is ſaid 


to give of himſelf and Family, his Tra- 
vels, 


4 
, 
K 


17.0 


vels, £9c. are manifeſt Forgeries, not one 
Word of them being in the Original; ſo 
that they ſeem to have been added to the 
Engliſh Verſion by the Author of Rebinſor 
Cruſoe, to inhance the Price, and other 
Reaſons very obvious. We are told, in- 
deed, that the learned B-----y intends to fa- 
vour the World with a Diſſertation upon 
the Words Gulliver, Lilliput, and the reſt 
of the Terms made uſe of throughout this 
Piece, to ſhew that they are originally H- 
riack, but have been corrupted by the Co- 


pyiſts; and by this 'tis thought the pig 


means to prove, that the Queen, 


we mention'd in the Beginning of this 


Book, was really the famous Zenobia, fo 
remarkable for her Chaſtity, that ſhe us'd 
to turn her Husband out of Bed the Minute 
ſhe had conceiv'd; which looks ſomething 
like an Argument for Bigamy, were we 
not well aſſur'd of the D Coatinence 


and Self- Denial. 


In this Diſſertation it is demonſtrated, 


that the Word Emperor in the Engliſh, is in 
the Original ſometimes written BASIATE 7 


or Paciawe; Which ſome of the mer- 
ry Fellows of Triaity in Cambridge, will 
needs interpret, Queen Anne; from whence 
others infer, that the Pretender is certainly 
meant by this Deſcription of the Emperor 
of Lilliput, Pag. 29. He is taller than 

| 3 any 
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r:ack, but have been corrupted by the Co- 
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means to prove, that the Queen, 
we mention'd in the Beginning of this 
Book, was really the famous Tęnobia, fo 
remarkable for her Chaſtity, that ſhe us'd 
to turn her Husband out of Bed the Minute 
ſhe had conceiv'd; which looks ſomething 
like an Argument for Bigamy, were we 
not well aſſur'd of the D------- Coatinence 


and Selt-Denial. 


In this Diſſertation it 'is demonſtrated, 
that the Word Emperor in the Exgliſh, is in 


the Original ſometimes written BAEIATS 
or Paoinore ; Which ſome of the mer- 


ry Fellows of Trinity in Cambridge, will 
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others inter, that the Pretender is certainly 
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of Lilliput, Pag. 29. He is taller than 
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any of his Court, which ſtrikes an Awe 
* into the Beholders. His Features are 
* ſtrong and maſculine, with an Ari an 
* Lip and arched Naſe, his Complexion 
* Olive, his Countenance erect, his Body 
* and Limbs well proportion'd, all his 
* Motions graceful, and his Deportment 
* majeſtick. He alſo ſays, this Prince lives 
* chiefly upon his own Demeſns, ſeldom, 
* except upon great Occaſions, raifing any 
& Subſidies upon his Subjects, who are 
bound to attend him in his Wars at their 
* own Expence. 


Pag. 85.) TRE Account of Rope-dan- 
cing is much diſcanted on by the jutlicious, 
and politick. This Diverſion is only 
practiſed by thoſe Perſons, who are Can- 
* didates for great Employments, and high 
* Favour at Court. They are train'd in 
this Art from their Yourh, and are not 
* always of noble Birth, or liberal Educa- 
© tion. When a great Office is vacant, ei- 

ther by Death or Diſgrace, (which often 
* happens) Five or Six Candidates petiti- 
on the Emperor to entertain his Majeſty 
& and the Court with a Dance on the Rope, 
« and whoever jumps higheſt Witliout fal- 
_ © ling, ſucceeds in the Office. Very often, 
_ © the chief Miniſters themſelves. are com- 
© manded to ſhew their Skill, and to con- 
* vince the Emperor that they have 5 

N | 4 
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4 loft their Faculty. Fimnar, the Trec- 
& ſarer, isallow'd to cut a Caper on the 
ce ſtrait Rope, at leaſt, an Incli higher than. 
* any other Lord in the whole Empire, I 
© have ſeen him do the Somerſet ſeveral 
Times together upon a Trencher fix'd on 
_ © the Rope----. The principal Secretary. 

* for private Affairs is, in my Opinion, if 
© I am not partial, the Second after the 
t Preaſurer ; the reſt of the great Officers 
* are much upon a Par. 


„Tusk Diverſions are often attended 
* with fatal Accidents, whereof ſent 
Numbers are on Record. I my ſelf have 
ce ſeen TWO or Three Candidates break a 
Limb. But the Danger is much greater 
hen the Miniſters themſelves are com- 
* manded to ſhew their Dexterity ; for by 
1 e to excell themſelves and their 
Fellows, they {train fo far, that there is 
& hardly one of them who hath not receiv'd 
& a Fall, and ſome of them Two or Three: 
I was aflur'd, that a Year or Two before 
e my Arrival, the Trea/urer would infal- 
& libly have broke his Neck, if One of the 
** King's Cuſhions, that acc lay 
© on the Ground, had not weaken'd the 
* Force of his Fall.“ 


* THERE is likewiſe another Diverſion, 


* which is only ſhewn before the Emperor 
D 2 | 6 and 
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and Empreſs, and firſt Miniſter, upon 
particular Occaſions. The Emperor lays 
upon a Table three fine Silken Threads 
of Six Inches long; One is Purple, the 
other Yellow, and the Third White. 
Theſe Threads are propos'd as Prizes for 
thoſe Perſons, whom the Emperor hath 
a'Mind to diſtioguiſh by a peculiar Mark 
of his Favour. The Ceremony is per- 
form'd in his Majeſty's great Chamber of 
State, where the Candidates are to un- 
dergo a Trial of Dexterity, very diffe- 
rent from the former, and ſuch as I have 
not obſerv*d the leaſt Reſemblance of in 
any other Country, of the old or new 
World. The Emperor holds a Stick in 
his Hands, both Ends paralel to the Ho- 
rizon, while the Candidates, advancing 
One by One, ſometimes leap over the 
Stick, ſomet imes creep over it backwards 
and torwards ſeveral Times, according 
as the Stick is advanc'd or depreſs'd. 
Sometimes the Emperor holds one End of 
the Stick, and his firſt Miniſter the other ; 
ſometimes the Miniſter hath it entirely 
to himſelf. Whoever performs his Part 
with moſt Agility, and holds out the 
longeſt in leaping and creeping, is re- 
warded with the Purple colour'd Silk ; 
the Yellow is given to the next, and the 
White to the Third, which they all wear 


girt twice round about the Middle; and 
„ 


[21] 


“you ſee few great Perſons about this 
Court, who are not adorn'd with One of 
* theſe Girdles. | 


Your Dealers in Myſteries will certain- 
ly find out ſtrange Meanings in this De- 
cription of Dancing upon Ropes, and 
leaping over Sticks; and give a political 
Turn to every particular Circumſtance of 
it. But how can Matters done ſo long ago 
affect us; but if they muſt needs be more 
modern; from thence we argue, That the 
Reverend De could have no Hand in 
them, ſince he is wholly devoted to Piety 
and Religion. A farther Argument of this 
is the following Relation, which the Au- 
thor of the Book gives, of a Conterence 
between him and the Principal Secretary of 
private Aﬀairs. | 


(Pag. 70.) © Ons Morning he came 
to my. Houſe, attended only by one Ser- 
« vant. He order'd his Coach to wait at a 
« Diſtance, and deſired me to give him an 
& Hour's Audience; which J readily con- 
& ſented to, on Account of his Quality 
« and perſonal Merits, as well as the many 
& good Offices he had done me during m 
« Solicitation at Court. He began wit 
“ Compliments upon my Liberty; but ad- 
«- ded, that if it had not been for the preſent 
“ Situation of Things at Court, perhaps I 
: | „might 


[ 22 ] 


might not have obtain'd it ſo ſoon. For, 
* faid he, as flouriſhing a Condition as we 
may appear to be in to Foreigners, we 
labour under Two mighty Evils ; a vio- 
lent Faction at Home, and the Danger 
of an Invaſion of a molt potent Enemy 
* from Abroad. As to the firſt, you are 
* to underſtand, that for above Seventy 
Moons, there have been Two ſtruggling 
Parties 1n this Empire, under the Names 
of Trameck/an and Slamechſan, from the 
* High and Low Heels on their Shoes, by 
which they diſtinguiſh themſelves. It is 
* alledg*d, indeed, that the high Heels 
are moſt agreeable to our ancient Conſti- 
* tution : But, however this be, his Ma- 
* jeſty hath determin'd to make Uſę only 
© of low. Heels in the Adminiſtration of 
© the Government, and all Offices in the 


£c 
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© Gift of the Crown, as you cannot but 
© obſerve. (P. 72.) ----- The Animoſities 
* between theſe Two Parties run fo high, 
that they will neither eat nor drink, nor 
* Talk with each other. We compute the 
* hizh Heels to exceed us in Number; but 
* the Power is wholly on our Side. We 

„ apprehend his Imperial Highneſs, the 
* Heir to the Crown, to have ſome Tend- 
ency towards the high Heels ; at leaſt we 
* can plainly-diſcover one of his Heels 
„higher than the other, which gives him 
an hobble in his Gait. Now in the 
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midſt of theſe inteſtine Diſquiets, we are 


threaten'd with an Invaſion from BH 
* ſen, which is the other great Empire of 


the Univerſe. --------- Theſe Two mighty 
Powers have been engag'd in a moſt ob- 
ſtinate War for Six and Thirty Moons 
paſt. It began upon the following Oc- 
caſion. It is allow*d on all Hands, that 
the primitive Way of breaking Eggs be- 


fore we eat them, was upon the larger 


End: But his preſent Majeſty's Grand- 
father, whilſt he was a Boy, going to 


eat an Egg, and breaking it according 


to the ancient Practice, happen'd to cut 
one of his Fingers: Whereupon, the 
Emperor, his Father, publiſh'd an Edict, 
commanding all his Subjects, upon great 


Penalties, to break tlie ſmaller End of 


their Eggs. The People ſo highly re- 
ſented this Law, that our Hiſtory tells 
us, that there have been Six Rebellions 
rais'd on that Account; wherein One 
Emperor loſt his Life, and another his 


'Crown. Thele civil Commotions were 
conſtantly tomented by the Monarchs of 
Blefuſcu ; and when they were quell'd, 
the Exiles always fled for Refuge to that 


Empire. It is computed, that Eleven 
Thouſand Perſons have, at ſeveral Times, 
ſuffer'd Death, rather than ſubmit to 
break their Eggs at the ſmaller End. 


Many Hundred large Volumes have been 


* publiſh'd 
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publiſh'd upon this Controverſy: But 
the Books of the Big-Endians have been 
long forbidden, and the whole Party ren- 
der'd incapable by Law of holding Em- 
ployments. During the Courſe of theſe 
Troubles, the Emperors of Blefuſcu did 
frequently expoſtulate by their Ambaſſa- 
dor, acculing us of making a Schiſm in 
Religion, by offending againſt a funda- 
mental Doctrine of our great Prophet 
Luſtrog, in the 54th Chap. of the Blur. 
deral (which is their Alcoran.) This, 
however, is thought to be a meer Sham 
upon the Text; tor the Words are theſe ; 
That all true Believers ſhall break their 
Fegs at a convenient End; and which is 
the convenient End, ſeems, in my hum- 
ble Opinion, to be left to every Man's 
Conſcience, or at leaſt in the Power of 


the Civil Magiſtrate, to determine. Now 


the Big-Endians Exiles have found fo 


much Credit in the Emperor of Blefuſcu's 


Court, and ſo much private Aſſiſtance 
and Encouragement from their Part 
here at Home, that a bloody War hat 
been carried on between the T'wo Em- 
pires for Six and Thirty Moons, with 
various Succeſs; during which Time, we 
have loſt Forty Capital Ships, and a much 
greater Number of ſmaller Veſſels, toge- 
ther with Try Thouſand of our beſt 
liers; and the Damage 
| receiv'd 
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* receiv*d by the Enemy is reckon'd to be 
© ſome what greater than ours. Wa 


Tu x Reflections that will accrue to every 
Reader, upon this Conference, is ſo obvious, 
that we ſhall not ſo much as hint at them, but 
proceed to the next remarkable Paſſage, in 
order to compleat our Quotations . we 
begin our Remarks or Obſervations. - 


Tux following Queſtions, ſuppos'd to 
be ask'd by a certain King, are not in all 
the MSS. Copies, ſo the Criticks are not 
agreed about them. ------ (Pag. 112.) “ He 
asked me (lays the Author) what Me- 
* thods were uſed to cultivate the Minds 
* of our young Nobility, and in what 
*:kind of Buſineſs they commonly ſpent 
* the firſt and teachable Part of their Lives? 
„What Courſe was taken to ſupply that 
* Aſſembly when any Noble Family be- 
© came extinct? What Qualifications were 
* neceſfary in thoſe, who are to be created 
„ new Lords? Whether the Humour of 


* the Prince, a Sum of Money to a Court 


& Lady, ora Prime Miniſter, or a Deſign 


of ſtrengthening a Party to the publick 


©, Intereſt, ever happen'd to be the Mo. 
4 tives in thoſe Advancements ? What 
© Share of Knowledge theſe Lords had in 
the Laws of their Country, and how 
© they came by it, ſo as to enable them to 


decide 
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| « decide the Property of their Fellow Sub- 
< zeQts in the laſt Reſort? Whether they 
* were always ſo free from Avarice, Parti- 
( alities or Want, that a Bribe, or ſome 
* other ſiniſter View, could have no Place 
* amongſt them? Whether thoſe holy 
Lords [ * I ſpoke of, were always pro- 
% moted to that Rank upon Account of 
their Knowledge in religious Matters, 
* and the SanQity of their Lives had never 
| been Compliers with the Times; while 
* they were common Prieſts, or {laviſh 
[ “ proſtitute Chaplains to ſome Nobleman, 
| „ whole Opinyons they continued ſervile- 
| ly to follow, \after they were admitted 
| into that Aſſembly.“ ] | 


| «© + He then defir'd to know what Arts 
| Were practis'd in electing thoſe I call'd 
* Commoners : Whether a Stranger with 
* a ſtrong Purſe might not influence the 
| vulgar Voters to chooſe him before their 
* own Landlord, or the moſt conſiderable 
| 

| 


Gentleman in the Neighbourhood ? How 
it came to pals, that People were fo vio- _ 
< lently bent upon getting into this Aſſem- 
« bly, which I allow'd to be a great Trou- 
« ble and Expence; often to the Ruin of 
their Families, without any Salary or 


„ — * 
* — 


. * There are plain Marks of Novelty in this Paſſage. | ] 
« Penſion? 


+ This is likewiſe ſuſpiciqus, 
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© Penſion ? Becauſe this appear'd ſuch an 


« exalted Strain of Virtue and publick Spi- 


© rit, that his Majeſty ſeem'd to doubt it 


“might poſſibly not be always ſincere : 


(Pag. 114.) And he deſir'd to know whe- 


* ther ſuch zealous Gentlemen could have 
* any Views of refunding themſelves for 
* the Charges and Trouble they were at, 
* by facrificing the Publick Good to the 


# Deſigns of a weak and vicious Prince, 


in Conjunction with a corrupted Mini- 
* ſtry? He multiply'd his Queſtions, and 


* ſifted me tharoughly upon every Part of 


* this Head, propoſing numberleis Enqui- 
“ ries and Objections, which I think it not 
“ prudent or convenient to repeat. 


Tusk Paſſages which we have here 
cited, are all that we find worth our Notice 
in the five firſt Chapters of this Work ; 
tho? ſome think, that what is ſaid of the 
Galbet or Admiral (o. 58) is meant of a great 
Man, who was once the worthy D. s Pa- 
tron; which is not at all probable, ſince 


“he deſcribes him to be a Per/ox of a ven. 


& Moroſs and Sour Complexion, tho much 
“ in his Maſters Confidence and well vers. 4 
« in Affairs; and we cannot imagine ſo 
conſiderable a Man to be capable of abuſing 
his Benefactor, how common ſoever ſucu 
Practices are now in the World. | 


'E2 Hirns 
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HiTHErRTo we meet not with any 
Footſteps of the Original, from whence 
the Main of this Work is taken. Jt muſt, 
indeed, be acknowledg'd, that both the 
Diverſion of Rope. dancing and leaping over 
Sticks, as well as the Account of the Quar- 
rel about breaking Eggs at the ſmall End, 
and of the High and Low Heels, is in ſome 
pretty ancient Copies, and a Friend aſſures 
us, that he has feen one in the Harleian Li- 
brary, wherein all theſe Particulars were 
contain'd Word for Word; yet, as upon 
our applying to the late worthy Librarian, 


we could not get a Sight thereof, we are 


apt to think they are not genuine : How- 
ever, it muſt be own*d, that they have an 
Air of Antiquity, fince *tis well known, 
that the Eaſtern Nations were much in- 
clin*d to an Aligorical Way of Writing. 


Ius vi. Chap. (Pag. 92.) agrees, for 
the moſt Part, with the Ofiginal, Allow- 
ance being made for falſe Rendrings, by 
" Reaſon of the Difficulty of the Language, 
and for ſome Errors that have crept in by 
the Ignorance of Tranſcribers, in trequent- 
ly confounding the Gloſſes with the Text; 
but this may reaſonably be excuſed, ſince it 
hath-happen'd to the Works of many great 
Men; particularly to Origen's famous Edi- 


tion of the Setuagint, which is the Rea- 
. {on, 


E, 
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ſon, no doubt, why ſo few, now a-days, 
underſtand the Bible, and that Men of Wit 
and Politeneſs never read it. 


Dis TAN CE of Time, indeed, makes 
it very difficult to gueſs what the Author 
means, when he ſays, that the common Size 
of the Natives of Lilliput 7s ſomewhat un- 
der fix Inches, and that there is an exact 
Preportion in all other Animals, as well as 
Plants and Trees. For this and the other 
fabulous Deſcriptions in this Book, we 
{ſhall therefore refer the curious to the Com- 
mentators upon Petronius, Monſ. Rat bais, 
the Tale of a Tub, &c. Who can find out 
ſecret Meanings in Books with which the 
Authors themſelves were never acquainted. 


As for the Account of their Learning, 
Laws, Cuſtoms, and Manners of educating 
Children, which we read in the following 
Pages of this Firſt Part, it is perfectly 
agrecable to the Crect, and may ſerve for 
a uſeful Reprehenſion to us. 


Bu T by this time we cannot think, 
but that the courteous Reader' is fully 
fatisfied, that the Reverend D.— we are 
viedicating, cannot poſſibly be the Au- 
thor of this part of the Book that is ma- 
liciouſly aſcrib'd to him; which is fo ve- 
ry trifling, that it is not to be ys 

rcaat 
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that a ſerious D—— n, who has Religion, 
and the good of Souls /o much at heart, 
could act fo contrary to the Dignity of 
his Character, merely to gratify a little 
Party Malice, or to oblige a Set of Peo- 
ple who are never likely to have it in 
their Power to ſerve him or any of their 
Adherents. Doubtleſs he, gaad Man, em- 
ploys his Time to more ſacred Purpoſes 
than in writing Satyrs and Libels upon 
his Superiors, or in compoſing Grub-/treet 
Pamphlets to divert the- vulgar of all 
Denominations. | | 


THESE Suppoſitions are altogether as 
abſurd as if we were to ſee the Biſhops 
and Judges playing at Leap-frog ; where- 
as all this exactly tallies with the Chara- 
Qer of one of the Perſons, whom our learn'd 
Scholiaſt before-mentioned, proves to be 
concern'd in this Book, in his Diſſerta- 
tion upon the ſeventeenth Line of the 
Harleian MS. where he relates this re- 
markable Story. | 


MARTIN, ſays he, was ſo addicted 
to Ribaldry and Lampooning, and tri- 
fling Compoſitions, to which he gave a 
very entertaining Turn, by means of his 
uncommon Wit and Humour, that all 
the Books or Pamphlets of this kind were 
father d upon him; which made ſuch an 
Impreſſion 


| 
; 
| 
3 
1 
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Impreſſion upon the good Queen, who 
had a great Regard to Religion, that all 
the Intereſt of the Grand Treaſurer and 
Chief Secretary could never prevail to 
raiſe him to the firſt Rank in the Pon- 
tifical College, notwithſtanding their re- 
eated Endeavours to promote him. Tho' 
tis ſaid they had once almoſt obtain'd a 
Conge d' Elire for him, when an old Pon- 
tiff, for whom the Queen had the great- 
eſt Regard, came and aſſured her Majeſty 
that he was a Contemner of the Gods, 
and had written profeſſedly againſt Re- 
ligion ; ſo he was forc'd to content him- 
{elf with a lower Office in a neighbour- 
ing Iſland, where he continued ſnarling 
at Mankind, libelling the Government, 
_ ridiculing Religion as long as he 
iv'd. 


Ir will here be neceſſary to tell the 
Reader, that moſt of our Obſervations 
upon this Work are taken from a MS. 


Book very fairly written in the Hriack 


Language, that is to be met with in the 
Library we have had often occaſion to 
mention in the foregoing Remarks; the 
Title of it in Exgliſb is the Life of Scril- 
lerus, which tho' for ſome reaſons has 
never been made publick; and had it 
not been for our great Intimacy with the 
Librarian, we ſhould never have been a- 


ble 


12 
ble to oblige the Publick with theſe: cu- 
rious Animadverſions. 32 8. 


TAE next remarkable Paſſage is a Satyr 
upon the Ezg/iſh Ladies, in expreſs Terms, 
| which neither Bh, nor any of the 
i Criticks, will, I preſume, alledge is in the 
| Original, ſince it is contradictory both to 
Hiſtory and Chronology; for our Box2xcas, 
with their embroider'd Skins and broad 
Swords, were hardly known in Greece ſo 
long ago ; and had the Author lived in this 
Age, and been acquainted with our Hides, 
our Harveys, and infinite others, not to be 
enumerated, he would not have aſſerted, 
(Pag. 23.) That their fair Skins appear ſo 
beaatifil to us, only becauſe their Defects are 
nat to be ſeen without @ magnifying Glaſs, &c. 


I am confident, that Lady Mary * will 
vouch for the witty. D-----, that he could 
never be Author of this Piece of Scandal, 
ſince it would be an Argument of his In- 
gratitude, as well as Want of Judgment : 
the Ladies it is well known purchaſe many a |] 
4 Grut-ſtreet Production for his Sake; wit- 

neſs the Story of the wild Youth, c. tho? 
[ tis much they could imagine, that the D---- 


'F 
| * — — As. — 


1 * The commen Avinicn is, That meſt of this Part tbe 
[ Merk is Peter's, from the Touches of Obſcenity that are fre- 
4 quently met with; and particularly in the foregoing Paſjage. 
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rable Church had fo little Buſineſs or Re- 
gard to his Character, as to ſpend his Time 
in ſuch Trifles: But ſome argue, on the 
other Side, that ſince Emperors have thought 
catching of Flies not unworthy of them, 
why may not Prelates play at Pſb.- pin. 


Tris Satyr is continu'd (Pag. 85.) and 


level'd expreſly at the Maids of Honour; 
but we may aſſure the World, that we ne- 
yer heard any great Harm of thoſe of our 
Britiſh Court; tho? there gocs a malicious 
Story of one of their Predeceſſors, how 


that ſearching for certain little troubleſome 


Animals one Evening by Candle-light, ihe 


had the Misfortune to ſet Fire to her Smock, 


S.. ----- upon which a certain Duke is ſaid 
to have written an excellent Ballad. 


WE find another modern political Inter- 
polation (Pag. 58.) £975 « 


As alſo Pages 108; 109; £7. where an 


Account is given of the Lords and Com- 
mons, the Biſhops and Judges ; of which. 


this is moſt remarkable, viz: 


THAT the firſt are the Ornament, Ege. 
of the Kingdom === worthy Followers of their 
renowned Anceſtors, whoſe Honor had been 
the Reward of their Virtue, from which their 
Poſterity were never once known to degencs 

| F rate; 
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rate, &c. There are ſome who will needs 
have this Paſſage to be Ironical, but with 
what Grounds, we leave it to the Reader 
to determine. 


(P. 110.) THE Commons, he ſays, are 
all principal Gentlemen, freely pick*d and 
cull'd out by the People themſelves, for their 
great Abilities and Love of their Country, &c. 


Tris Paſſage is, for the moſt Part genu- 
ine, and muſt certainly be meant of ſome 
Roman Senate, in the Infancy of that State 
for *tis ridiculous to expect an Aſſembly of 
this Sort in a wealthy and flouriſhing Na- 
tion ; Rome herſelf grew continually more 
and more corrupr, in Proportion to the In- 
creaſe of her Power and Riches. So that 
the following Queries are equally applica- 
ble to any proſperous Nation of the preſent 
or former Ages. 


Fag. 111.) Firſt, © WAT Method is 


4 taken to cultivate the Minds and Bodies 


„of our young Nobility, and how they 
ſpend the firſt and teachable Part of their 
„Lives. Why, with their Mother's 
Chamber-maids, an half-learn'd Tutor, and 
the more polite Groom and Footmen. 


Ac AIN, tis ask'd, * Whether the Hu- 
4 mour of the Prince, a Sum of Money to 
| ah 


E 


4“ Court Lady, or a Prime Miniſter, or 
* a Deſign of r a Party, Sc. 
* were not,the Motives for making new 
Lords, c. — Moſt certainly, they 
often have been, and will be: And what is 
the mighty Inference from all this, but that 
every Government has particular Deſigns to 


bring about, and makes Uſe of proper 


Means to effect them. 


THen En wy is made after their 
Knowledge in the Ws, £9c. ſo as to ena- 
ble them to decide in the laſt Reſort. And 
as for the Objection of Avarice, Partiali- 
ty, Want, and Bribes, they have doubtleſs 
had Place in all Reigns. Being flaviſh pro- 


ſtitute Chaplains is certainly a good Step to- 


wards becoming an Holy Lord; but it does 
not always ſucceed, as /ome Folks very well 
know by Experience; for the ſame Degree 
of Iniquity that can raiſe one Man to an 
Archbilhoprick, cannot lift another above 
a Deanery, 


THE next Query is, (Pag. 113.) -—— 

* Whether a ſtrong Purſe does not influence 
* vulgar Votes?“ Yes, marry does it, as 
you may be farther inform'd from honeſt 
Numps, and his Friend at Madrid: 
And the Reaſon of the Eagerneſs to get in- 
to this Aſſembly is, Intereſt, Ambition, 
Party, or Prejudice; oY has been, and ſo 
| - if 


N „1 


361. 
it will be; and People certainly hate Views 
F refunding themſelves, for their Trouble 
and Charges. As the World now ſtands, 
there is no living without Money, the De- 
fire of bearing Rule is natural to us, and 
every Man is inclin*d to ſome Party, and 
liable to certain Prejudices. This is unde- 
niable, to omit other Inſtances, from the 
Elections into learned Soctcties; amongſt 


whom, if any where, we might expect 


Candour and Impartiality: But I appeal to 
our T'wo Univerlities, whether their Can- 
didates tor Fellowſhips have any great 
Hopes from their Merit. A late Vice Chan- 
cellor knows very well, what Faction and 
Diſcord rages amongſt them, what Wiles 
and Stratagems he has been forced to have 
Recourſe to, to get a Townſman himſelf 
elected; and *tis remarkable, that the 
largeſt Society in either of them, is the freeſt 
from theſe Diſorders, becauſe the Body of 
the Students are not concern'd in the Go- 
vernment of the Society : Whereas another 
Set of Gentlemen, who have a ſmall Affini- 
ty with them, have never been able to 
agree with their Governor, becauſe there 
may ſomet hing be got by quarreling. 


We come now to the Courts of Juſtice, 


where the Author tells us, (Pag. 114.) that 


he was formerly almoſtrnind by a long Suit 
in Chancery, tho" it was decreed to him with 
| ets Coſts 


1 


Cofts, &c. ----- Here we muſt, with Grief, 
acknowledge, © that moſt unreaſonabl 
* tedious are the Determinations of Right 
„and Wrong; that Advocates plead in 
© Cauſes manifeſtly unjuſt, vexatious, and 
* oppreſſive ; that Party and Politicks 
have been often of Weight in the Scales 
* of Juſtice; and that theſe Orators are 
* not educated ſo much in the general 
* Knowledge of Equity, as in National 
© and local Cuſtoms ; and that, at diffe- 
rent Times, ſome have pleaded for and 
* againſt the ſame Cauſe. (Pag. 115.) 


HE falls, nfterwards, upon the Manage- 

ment of our '[reaſury, &c. — ſaying ; (Pag. 
115.) that it was'a Miſtake to cumpute the 
Taxes at five or ſin Millions, becauſe they 
ſometimes amounted to more than double ; 
(Pag. 116.) that he was at 4 Loſs haw @ 
Kingdom could run out of its Eftate like a 
private Perſon ; asking who were our Credi- 
tors, and haw we were to pay them? =-- That 
he was amaz;'d to hear of a mercenary ftand= 
ing Army in the midſt of Peace, and among a 
free People, &c. . That 4 private Man's 
Huouſe might be better defended by himſelf, his 
Children, and his Family, than Ly half a 
Dozen Raſcals e up at a Venture, who. 
might get more by cutting their Throat, 


Every 


in — 
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Every Body knows, that all this has 
been a common Jacobite Inſinuation, from 
King William's Dutch Guards to the laſt 
Angmentation; but, to our great Surprize, 
it is of late, very frequently in the Mouths 
of a quite different Set of People, diſcard- 
ed Courtiers ſome call them, of whom we 
may truly ſay 


No King can govern, nor 10 God can pleaſe. 


For unleſs they are concern'd in the Ad- 
miniſtration, nothing goes right; and as 
to Religion, they are equally averſe to all the 
different Modes of it. Hobs, Harrington, 
Algeroon Sidney, and Buchanan are their 
only Prophets; . tho' ſome of them admit 
Julian Jobnſon, Biſhop B--t, &c. * * * * 
amongſt the Minores Prophete. The fol. 
lowing Paragiaph may ſerve for a Hint to. 
theſe Gentlemen ; where the Author, ſpeak- 
ing of the Sectaries, ſays —— (Pag. 117.) 
that he kneto no Reaſon why theſe who enter- 
tain Opinions prejudicial to the Publick, ſbould 
be cbliged to change, or ſhould not be obliged 
to conceal them. And as it is Tyranny in any 
Government to require the firſt, ſo it isWeak- 
nels not to enforce the ſecond: For a Man 
may be allowd to keep Poiſons in his Cloſet, 
but nat tovend them about for Cordials. 


Wu Ar 
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Wu ar is ſaid of 8 is no leſs than 
Scandalum Magnatum, for many of our 
« Nobility and Gentry (as he tells us, Pag. 
4 118.) ſpend great Part of their Time this 

way; it often affects their Fortunes; and 
& mean and vicious People, by this Art, 


_ © arrive at great Riches, and keep the very 


& Nobles in Dependance, who being habi- 
© tuated, with ſuch vile Companions, ſome- 


times, learn and practice this intamous 


& Dexterity upon others.” Any Man may 
be convinc'd of this, who ſteps but into 
W--te's, where he will ſee Numbers of theſe 
Wretches very familiar with Men of Quali- 
ty; tho? he would ſuſpect them to have re- 
turn'd from Tranſportation : The moſt no- 
torious amongſt theſe, is an over- grown 
gloomy-looking Fellow, who flying from 
Juſtice in Scotland, came barefoot to Lon- 
don, where by Pimping, Cheating, Stock. 
jobbing, and ſuch thriving Emploments, 
he has amaſs'd a very great Eſtate, and is 
now a Companion to thoſe who formerly 
would have been aſham'd to entertain him 
as their Footman ; and *tis ſaid, he was not 
long ſince condemn'd for a Rape, bur that 


a a certain great Man procur'd him a Pardon. 


From hence our Author might have ob- 


ſerv'd, that feẽC Errors in Government are 


ſo miſchievous to Society, as ſuffering ſuch 


Miſcreants to live with Impunity. 
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So that he might have ſpar'd his Reea- 


pitulation (Pag. 119.) where he ſays, 


cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


© THAT Ignorance, Idleneſs and Vice, 
are ſometimes the only Ingredients for 
qualify ing a Legiſlator ; and that Laws 
are beſt explain'd, Sc. by thoſe, whoſe 
Intereſt and Abilities lie in perverting 
them, c. That our Inſtitution is wholly - 
blotted by Corruptions, c. That it 
does not appear, that any one Virtue 1s 
requir'd towards the Procurement of any 
one Station among you, and much leſs, 
that Men are ennobled on Account of it ; 
that Pricſts. are advanc'd for their Hg 
or Learning, Soldiers for their Condu 
or Valour, Judges for their Integrity, 
Senators for the Love of their Country, 
or Counſellors for their Wiſdom.” 


Now ſuppoſing all this to be true, 


ſhould not the Author have followed the 
Advice which Diongſſius Halicarnaſſaeus 
(he tells us p. 123.) gives to an Hiſtorian, 
where he ſays, I world hide the Frailties 
and Deformities of my political Mother, 
and place her Virtues and Beauties in the 
moſt advantageous Light. 


TH E Surprize he makes his fictitious 


King in, at his acquainting him with the 


Uſe 
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Uſe of Gunpowder, and his Reflections 


thereupon, mult be allow'd to be admira- 


ble ; and he thence makes this Inference. 


« A ſtrange Effect of narrow Principles, 
& and ſhort Views! That a Prince, poſ- 
* ſeſs'd of every Quality which procures 
«© Veneration, c. ſhould, from a nice un- 
* neceſſary Scruple, whereof, in Europe, we 
can have no Conception, let ſlip an O 
* portunity of making himſelf abſolute 
*& Maſter of his People.” 


Ar 1 Men muſt agree with him, where 
he tells us, Pag. 128.) © that he is againſt 
* all Myſtery, Refinement, or Intrigue, ei- 
* ther in a Prince or a Miniſter; that he 
could not tell what is meant by Secrets 
* of State, where an Enemy, or ſome Ri- 
val Nation are not in the Caſe: (Pag. 
* 129.) And that whoever could make two 
* Ears of Corn, or two Blades of Graſs, 
* to grow upon a Spot of Ground, where 


* only one grew before, would deſerve 


better of Mankind, and do more eſſenti- 
& al Service to his Country, than the whole 
* Race of Politicians put together. 


Tusk, and ſeveral other Paſſages in 
this Book, diſcover abundance of the Spirit 


and good Senſe of the D----- we are vindi- 
G 


cating ; 
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cating ; and we ſhould be apt to conclude 
them to be his, were they not to be found 
in the beſt Greek MS. Copies of this Wark. 
Of the ſame Species are the following Par- 
ticulars. | 


Tu Author ſpeaking of the Laws, 1 
of theſe People, ſays, (Fag. 130.) -— That 
their Laws were explain'd in the moſt plain 
and fimple Terms, wherein they were not 
mercurial enough to diſcover above one In- 
terpretation, 29. (Pag. 132.) That their 
Stile is maſculine and ſmooth, but not flo- 
rid, for they avoid nothing more than mul- 
tiplying unneceſſary Words, or uſing vari- 
ous Expreſſions, Sc. —— (Pag. 136.) That 
as to their Goyernment, they have been 
troubled with the ſame Diſeaſe to which ſo 
many others are ſubject; the Nobility often 
contending for Power, the People for Li- 
berty, and the Prince tor abſolute Dominion. 


HiTHERTO, Martin ſeems to go on 
without much Aſſiſtance from his Friends 
of the Triumvirate, and now Dr. Johnny 
begins to make his Appearance, giving us 
a Specimen of his Phyſicks and Mathema- 
ticks, whilſt Peter levels his Talent at the 
Ladies. 


We 
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Wx ſhall fay nothing to the Account 
given us of Gulliver's Arrival at a certain 
Iſland in the Air, nor his meeting with 
Top as tall as Spire-Steeples, or his con- 
verſing with Horſes: The Narrative Part 
of this not being, as we before obſerv'd, in 
any authentick MSS. nor agreeable to what 
we find in the Life of Scriblerus; for conſi- 
dering the ridiculous Abſurdity of theſe 
Travels, they can, at beſt, be deſign'd on- 
ly for a Satyr upon thoſe Writers that affect 
the marvellous and improbable, and upon 
the wild and monſtrous Relations of Tra- 
vellers ; as Don Quixot was written to ex- 
poſe Knight-Errantry, and a famons J. ale 
to ridicule Religion. It is ſuppos'd to 
be with the ſame View, that a certain Ora- 
tor reads Lectures in Divinity, and com- 
piles Liturgies: For his Friend the Terre- 
Filing, lately aſſur'd us, That the Performs» 
ance at the Oratory was an admiralle Bur- 
leſque upon Preaching and Praying, for which 
Reaſon he deſigns it a Panegyrick ia his 
next Edition. | 


AN p this pure me in Mind of an odd 
Obſervation made by an old Fellow in a 


_ Coffee-houſe ; ----- What the D---l, ſays 
* he, (throwing down the Papers) have 
Religion and the Bear-Garden to do to- 

G 2 « gether ? 
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1 gether? Why the Raſcal tells us (taking 


* up the Papers) at Figg*s Amphitheatre, --- 
* The Academical Lecture will be upon Job, 
„ &c.-.-Hold, hold, - J miſtake a Line or 
* Two, but ſee how luckily Things hit, 
* for certainly, Gentlemen, * he) 
« you muſt allow, that theſe Advertiſements 
* are very judiciouſly placed, being admiralle 
* Specimens of the Tryals of Skill in Oxford- 
Road and Newport-Market. 


Ir our Judgment of Books was to be 
determin'd by their Succeſs, Gwlliver*s Tra- 
vels is certainly the beſt Piece that ever was 
written, except Pilgrim's Progreſs, the 


Seven Champions, Jack the Giant- killer, and 


a few more : For tis very remarkable, that 
there have been ſeveral Thouſands ſold in a 
Week ; and it 1s already tranſlated into the 
French Language, in which, we are told, 
Robinſon Cruſoe has been very ſuccelsful. 
But tis well known, that Milton went off, 
at firſt, very ſlowly ; that Dean Prideaux 
could hardly get a Purchaſer for his Con- 
nection, &c. and that a famous Printer was 
lately undone by the Bible. 


TRE Reaſon of this is, that there are 
more Fools than People of Judgmeat in the 
World; therefore a famous Poet was cer- 
tainly in the right, when giving an Ac- 

Count 
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count why his hat- dy- call it was hifs'd 
off the Stage. D them, — he, 
they have not Mit enough to take it; for real- 
ly the Farce was allow'd to be a very un- 
common Performance. | 


II is generally thought, by the beſt Cri- 
ticks and Commentators, that the Trium 
wvirate, Martin, Peter, and Johnny, took a 
Hint trom ſomething of this Nature, and 
ſo adapted their Work to the Underſtanding 
and Capacity of their courteous Readers ; 
and the diſcerning of the preſent Age con- 
jecture, that the Compilers from it have 
calculated their Additions and Improve- 
ments to the Meridian of modern Wits. 
But we would be glad to know whether 
He or Bt. have given it the 
reading. | 


Ir this Book were to be decypher'd, 
merely from a View of it, without any 
Hints or ſecret Hiſtory, this would be a 
very natural Concluſion ; We ſhould be apt 
to fancy it the Production of two or three 
Perſons, who want neither Wit nor Hu- 
mour ; but who are very full of themſelves, 
and hold the reſt of Mankind in great Con- 
tempt; who think ſufficient Regard is not 
paid to their Merit by thoſe ia Power, for 
which Reaſon they rail at them ; who have 

| written 
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written ſome Pieces with Succeſs and Ap- 
plauſe, and therefore preſume, that what. 
ever comes from them muſt be implicitely 
receiv'd by the Publick. In this laſt Par- 
ticular, they are certainly right, for the 


ſuperficial People of the Town, who have 


no Judgment of their own, are preſent] 
amus'd by a great Name; tell them by way 
of a Secret, that ſuch a Thing is Dr. Swif?'s, 
Mr. Pope's, or any other Perſons of Note 
and Genius, and immediately it flies about 
like Wild-fire : But one of theſe Gentle. 
men himſelf can tell you, that his admira- 
ble Eſſay upon Criticiſm lay upon the Book- 
ſeller's Hands for fome Time: And the 
Reaſons for this are very obvious. 


TAE Generality of the World are by 
no Means bleſs'd with that Talent of 
Mind, or Exat#ne/s of Judgment, which is 
neceſſary to qualify a Man to paſs a juſt 
Sentence upon every Thing that offers it- 


_  felfto the Underſtanding. Many a gaping 


Fellow is entertain'd with the Wit of Fack- 
dding in Smithfield, who would receive 
no Satisfaction from Mr. Booth's Propriety 
of Action, or the Juſtneſs of Speech in 
Mrs. Porter : And we have known ſeveral 
fine young Girls read Crrſve with Delight, 
who could not reliſh Szdney's Arcadia. 


It 
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IT muſt be allow'd an extraordinary 
Piece of Condeſcenſion in great Men, to 
ſtoop to the Capacities of the vulgar, and 
to favour us with a Layer of the Utile & 
Dulce together; but a Man who might 
plead the Excuſe of Touth in —96, when 
taxed with trifling, taking a Liberty with 
his Pen, &c, can have very little to ſay 
Thirty Years afterwards, for what II ſuits 
with maturer Tears, and a graver Character. 


Such youthful Sallies in an old Fellow, muſt 
needs deſerve a Rebuke from the grave and 
wile ; tho? they. may have been formerly 


delighted with his Wit and Humour. 


Bur nothing is more intolerable, than 
that Superiority which ſome great Genii aſ- 
ſume over Mankind; who are not aſham'd. 
to tell us, that the Excellency of their Per- 
formances is manifeſt from the Reception 
they meet with; and that theſe who approve 


them area great Majority among the Men of. 


* See Sir William Temple's Character in Biſhop Burnet's 
Hiſtery of bis own Times, 


© vain 


(1 - 
Taſte. This, by a natural Copcytination of 
Thoughts, brings into my Memory what * 
is ſomewhere related of the celebrated Sir 
William Temple ; of whom * Biſhop Bar- 
net gives us this Character. He Was a 
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c vain Man, ( fays the Prelate ) much 
* biown up with Conceit, which he ſhew'd 
© too indecently upon all Occaſions. — 
«& He had a true Judgment in Affairs, and 
c yerygoodPrinciples in relation toGovern- 
“ ment; but in what related to Religion, 
© he was very corrupt himſelf, and endea- 
© your'd to infect all that came near him. He 
* as a great Admirer of the Sect of Confu- 
& ſins in China, who were Atheiſts them- 
C ſelves, but leftReligion totheRabble. That 
& all Things were as they are now, from 
& Eternity, was one of his darling Nottons; 


and his Practice was accordingly, Eaſe 


& and Luxury and ſtudied Pleaſure.” We 

ſhall not make any Application of this 
Character; however it may ſuit ſome of 
the Admirers of this mighty Man almoſt 
in every particular Circumſtance. But pro- 
ceed to our Story, which was this.—— Sir 
William Temple, and the famous Lord 


 Brampker, being Neighbours in the Coun- 


row ExAry had frequently very ſharp Contentions ; 


like other great Men, one could not bear 


an equal, and the other would not admit of 


a Superior. My Lord'was a great Admirer 
of Curioſities, and had' a very good Col- 
lection, which Sir Milliam uſed to under- 
value upon all Occaſions; diſparaging every 
Thing of his Neighbour's, and giving 
ſomething of his own the Preference. 08 
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by no Means, pleaſed his Lordſhip, who 
took all Opportunities of being reveng'd. 
One Day, as they were diſcourſing together, 
of their ſeveral Rarities, my Lord very ſeri- 
ouſly and gravely reply*d to him, © Sir Mil- 
& liam, — ſay no more of the Matter; you 
* muſt, at length, yield to me. I having 
< lately got ſomething which it is impoſſi- 
ble '& you to obtain : — For Sir, ſays 
© his Lordſhip, ſmiling, —— my Welch 
„ Steward has ſent me a Flock of Geeſe, 
« and thoſe are what you can never have; 
&* ſince all your Geele are Swans. 
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